
IJNE Author Guidelines October 2023 

Author guidelines for publishing articles in the International 
Journal of Nurture in Education 
Thank you for your interest in submitting a manuscript for publication in 
the International Journal of Nurture in Education. Manuscripts are only 
accepted during call for papers; please check the journal website to see 
if a call for papers is currently open.  
Manuscripts can be submitted via email to the Editor, Tristan Middleton 
(tmiddleton1@glos.ac.uk).  

When submitting your manuscript for review, please ensure that your 
document complies with the following guidelines. 

Manuscripts should be no longer than 6,000 words, excluding an 
abstract of less than 200 words and references. 

Submitted papers will be subject to double-blind peer review. 

Manuscripts are generally in the form of: 

• A research paper, where an empirical study has been designed 
and data collected to answer a specific research question. This 
type of manuscript should include the following sections: 
introduction, methods, results, discussion, recommendations (if 
appropriate) and conclusion. Please note that all authors working 
with research participants should follow the BERA code of ethics 
or similar (please see here for more information). 

• A literature review, describing the literature on nurture and related 
topics with the aim to assess the studies available and summarise 
the current state of research.  

• A theoretical perspective or thought piece, highlighting how a new 
theoretical approach or model could advance nurture practice or 
nurture research. 

  

All submissions should contain the following elements: 

Front page, including: 

• A short and informative title that accurately reflects the scope of 
the research. 

• A list of author names alongside their affiliations’ name and 
address. 

mailto:tmiddleton1@glos.ac.uk
https://www.bera.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/BERA-Ethical-Guidelines-for-Educational-Research_4thEdn_2018.pdf


IJNE Author Guidelines October 2023 

• The email address of the corresponding author, to whom any 
correspondence should be addressed during the review process 
and following publication. 

• A statement about any funding provided in connection with the 
article or research. 

• A data information statement (see separate guidance). 
• A word count 

All parties who have made a substantive contribution to the article 
should be listed as authors. Principal authorship, authorship order, and 
other publication credits should be based on the relative scientific or 
professional contributions of the individuals involved, regardless of their 
status. A student is usually listed as principal author on any multiple-
authored publication that substantially derives from the student’s 
dissertation or thesis. 

2 copies of the submitted article should be sent as Word documents:  
Copy 1 should contain all author information 
Copy 2 should be an anonymised version of the manuscript for peer 
review 

Abstract 
The abstract should summarise the research in 200 words or less. It 
should describe the aim of the study, the methodology employed, key 
findings and the study’s conclusions. Please avoid using references 
and unfamiliar abbreviations 

Keywords 
Four keywords should be provided, which should reflect the content of 
the research and should be specific to your field of research. Please 
avoid using unfamiliar abbreviations and over-general terms. These 
keywords will help readers find your work using search engines and 
research databases.    

Format 

The submitted documents should be formatted in the following way: 

• 12-point Arial font  
• 1.5 line-spacing with space after paragraph  
• Main title in 16-point bold  
• Level 1 headings in 14 point-bold 
• Level 2 headings in 12 point bold italic. 
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• No headers or footers, only a page number at the bottom of the 
page 

• No footnotes: all should be included in the main text  
• Single inverted commas for quotes from the literature 
• Double inverted commas for speech quotations, e.g. from 

interview data 
• Quotes of less than 45 words keep within the paragraph with 

single inverted commas. 
• Quotes of 45 words or more should be indented from the left with 

no inverted commas.   

 

Figures 
Figures should be accompanied by a caption (e.g. “Figure 1. Title of 
your figure”) included in the main body of the text and not on the figure 
itself. Titles included on a figure will be removed. Please ensure that all 
the necessary information is described in legends and that the 
resolution of the figure is high enough to allow printing. All figures 
included in the manuscript should be mentioned in the text. 

Tables  
Please submit tables as editable text and not as images. Number 
tables consecutively in accordance with their appearance in the text 
and make sure to mention in the text any table you have included in the 
manuscript. Please ensure that data included in a table is not described 
elsewhere in the article (either in a figure or in the main text). 

References 
Authors should follow the referencing style provided by the American 
Psychological Association (APA style) 7th Edition. You can find a free 
guide to APA style here. Please ensure that every reference cited in the 
text is also present in the reference list and vice versa. References 
included in the reference list but not mentioned in the text will be 
removed.   

Additional information 

Plagiarism 
Authors should avoid plagiarism, the taking of words from another 
source without attribution. Authors should ensure that quotations are 
attributed, quotations appear within quotation marks. Authors should 
also avoid self-plagiarism, the use of your own work reproduced 

http://www.bibme.org/apa
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elsewhere. Please note that papers may be subject to a plagiarism 
checker. 

Copyright 
Articles are printed under the terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International Public License 
(www.https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/), which 
permits unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction 
in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited; please refer 
to the “Licence Agreement for Authors” and “Open Access Statement” 
documents for further details. 

Authors of articles published in the International Journal of Nurture in 
Education remain the copyright holders and grant third parties the right 
to use, reproduce and share those articles according to the terms of the 
Creative Commons agreement outlined above. 
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